
What opportunities are there 

for Americans to participate in 

the political process?

*I will be able to develop a plan that seeks 

to solve a problem in my community, their 

state, or their country. ubtopic

*I will explain how civic responsibilities and 

duties affect the government.   

*I will identify different ways to engage in 

citizenship at the federal, state and local 

level.

What is the political process 

established by the US 

Constitution for electing public 

officials?

*I will explain how primaries and caucuses 

work in the election process 

*I will explain how the electoral college 

selects the US President. 

*I will explain how voters choose elected 

officials at various levels of government.

What is the role and goal of 

political parties in the United 

States?

*I will analyze how political parties will 

reflect diverse perspectives. 

*I will explain the role of new conservatism 

in the United States. 

*I will explain the difference between a 

liberal and a conservative.

I will compare and contrast the purpose 

and functions of political parties and 

interest groups.

*I will identify opportunities for individuals 

to participate in political parties and 

interest groups. 

*I will explain how political parties and 

interest groups represent a wide range of 

beliefs, concerns and issues.

What is the role and goal of 

special interest groups in the 

United States?

I will compare and contrast the purpose 

and functions of political parties and 

interest groups.

Subtopic
Subtopic Subtopic

Subtopic

How is public opinion 

influenced by the media, 

demographic factors  and 

special interest groups.

*I will explain how the civil  rights 

movement challenged the government’s 

ideas of individual rights. 

*I will explain how political views develop 

and are influenced by outside factors.   

*I will identify common political values held 

by Americans 

topic

I will explain the role of the media (TV, 

Internet, print) in shaping public opinion). 

 I will explain the connection between 

public opinion, elections and governmental 

decision-making 

 I will Identify factors that shape the 

perspective and opinions of individuals (i.e. 

gender, race, age, income, religion, rural 

and urban etc.) 

 I will identify the influence of the media in 

shaping public opinion (Internet, TV, 

newspapers).

Subtopic

Government  Unit 2-    

Political Participation            

4 weeks       Political parties, interest 

groups and public opinion will have a large 

role in shaping public policy. 

Participating in the political process is an 

integral role of the American people.
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